From boatanchors@theporch.com 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: "New" R-392 Contract 
Message-ID: <526105@w5ddl.aara.org> 


Mon Dec 


9 21:29:59 1996 


As some of you know, I have been cutting and pasting Collins receiver design 


contract data and high serial numbers for a few years. 


stars. 


A nice gent sent me a new set of contract info for the R-392, by Federal 


Radio. 

Here is what I have now on the 392. 
Keep those cards and letters coming. 
73 de tom 


R-392 

Collins 

Collins 

Stewart Warner for Collins Radio 
Reworked By Stewart Warner Electroni 
Stromberg Carlson for Collins Radio 
Philco 

Federal Mfg and Eng Corp. 

Dubrow Electronics Industries 
Western Electric 

Colonial 

Decitron Electronics 


From boatanchors@theporch.com 


Mon Dec 


3075-PH-51 
3150-PH-51 
11653-PH-52 
44865-PC-59 
11653-PHILA-52-93 
3214-PP-59 
4096-PP-60 
52713-PP-61 
15283-PP-63 
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FR36-039-N-6-00081 (E) 


9 10:41:35 1996 


From: Barry Entlich <entlich@bartal.com> 
Subject: Re: "Non-Polarized" Electrolyics? 
Message-ID: <199612090645.BAA10219@bartal .com> 


Morris Odell wrote, in part: 


VV VV 


I saw a circuit recently in which tantalum electrolytics were used 
back-to-back to try and simulate a non-polarized electrolytic. I was 
concerned that application of reverse bias to one or t'other might have 
unpredictable or damaging effects. I wonder whether anyone knows what 


Sort of like counting 


> the effect of such a reverse bias would be. Do we need to protect the 
> caps with diodes in such applications? 


Correctly polarized tanatalum capacitors exhibit "low" leakage. Under 
"reverse" polarity, they show considerable leakage. A "back-to-back" 
(series) pair of tantalum caps will often work acceptably, 

because the "reversed" one is usually protected by the limited 

amount of DC current which can flow through the other. This tends 

to be "truer" when any AC signal present is small in comparison to 
the DC polarizing voltage, and under that circumstance, protective 
diodes probably aren't needed. 


I have noticed some non-linear characteristics of "back-to-back" 
connected tantalum caps. While diodes would certainly limit the 
reverse polarity problem, they make some non-linearity a certainty. 
The application would determine their desirability. 


Whether diodes are used or not, the voltage applied across the 
two capacitors should not exceed the voltage rating of either 
one of them. 


I could go into more detail on the topic, but I'm not sure how 
much of this is "BA-ish". Please send e-mail directly to me if 
something I said needs clarification. 


--Barry Entlich I said the above; Bartal didn't. 
entlich@bartal.com Your mileage may vary. 
ex -WB2ADX 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: Re: "Non-Polarized" Electrolyics? 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.95.961209081631 .24212A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Sun, 8 Dec 1996, Morris Odell wrote: 


I saw a circuit recently in which tantalum electrolytics were used 
back-to-back to try and simulate a non-polarized electrolytic. I was 
concerned that application of reverse bias to one or t'other might have 
unpredictable or damaging effects. I wonder whether anyone knows what 
the effect of such a reverse bias would be. Do we need to protect the 
caps with diodes in such applications? 


VV VV VV MV 


It may depend on the application, but as I said in an earlier post, 
I have used back-to-back ‘lytics to replace the non-polarized job 
in antenna rotor control boxes and I always put diodes across them. 


Works like a charm. 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: 390A with OEM USB/LSB Mode 

Message-ID: <526094@w5ddl.aara.org> 


In Paolo Viappiani's book on the R-390A, he shows a EAC unit he owns 
with factory EAC installation of a product detector with USB and LSB 
positions built onto the BFO knob. Instead of 2 positions, the switch 
is 4 position, OFF-ON-LSB-USB. The guts of the PD are installed 

on the audio deck, and look factory good. 


This is a rare one. 


73 de tom 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: 51S-1 Mil Contract Info? 

Message-ID: <526099@w5ddl.aara.org> 


Does anyone have mil order or contract numbers for the 51S-1? 
I'm adding this rig to the list of Collins rec info. 
Thanks, 


Tom N50OFF 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Allen Tucholski <allent@en.com> 

Subject: 6AF4's (I have about 200) 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19961209000058 . 38af521c@en. com> 


Hello all, I have lots(maybe 200) of new 6AF4's 
NOS.no box. 


Make offer for all, I'll let them go cheep! 
Ox if any one needs a few let me know. 


Allen 
NASA Lewis Reasearch Center 
Cleveland, Ohio 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Subject: 6HF5 source, My Needs 

Message-ID: <961209171723_1423894452@emout13.mail.aol.com> 


SEASON'S GREETINGS BAs 


I found a good source for NIB 6HF5 finals through Jeff Arndt, 1215 Division 
St., Manitowoc, WI 54220-5734, 414-684-8830. 

Ones I got checked great. Price was $8.50 each. Best deal I've found. 

I'm still looking for 8236 finals. Getting desperate!!! 

Also, looking for calibrator and converters for NC-300. 


Ron WZeroOIZ ARONGV@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "Rick Blank" <rblank@legend.txdirect.net> 
Subject: Re: 6HF5 source, My Needs 

Message-ID: <199612092257 .QAA29105@legend.txdirect.net> 


StufE Delete dxx%rAKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKK KK 

> I'm still looking for 8236 finals. Getting desperate!!! 
> Also, looking for calibrator and converters for NC-300. 

> 

> Ron WZeroOIZ ARONGV@aol.com 

I looked for a set of 8236's for an SR500 that I had, once upon a 
time ;-) , and NEVER saw one at every hamfest in Texas that I went 
to in over two years....this must have been well over a dozen 
fests...plus, I checked with a lot of the tube suppliers and they had 


none on hand. I found every other tube I wanted, but, not the 
elusive 8236's.... 


Final results? I sold the SR500 and never looked back..... The SR400A 
is a MUCH better radio and 6KD6's are a bit easier to find ( I have a 


bunch of them for the 400A and the FTdx400, none that I'd be willing 
to part with, though, sorry!)....the best thing to do for the SR500 
would to be to re-engineer the finals to use something that is a bit 
easier to find...or sell it and find something else to fret with! 


Just my $.02! 


Rick Blank rblank@txdirect.net 
2223 Blanco Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Sifakis George <sifakis@isoft.intranet.gr> 
Subject: A BA weekend 

Message-ID: <32AC6B60@msgw.isoft.intranet.gr> 


Saturday morning I passed by that transmitter site I've been admiring since 
I was a kid. This site occupies about 10 acres with a beautiful round stone 
building in the middle surrounded by an impressive antenna farm. It used to 
be at the edge of city of Athens, serving the commercial airlines when the 
airport used to be outside the city. Now, 50 years after their construction, 
both the site and the airport are almost in the middle of the city. Anyway, 
this time I didn't just stop to look at the antennas, but since I found the 
security door open I zipped right in. The two engineers on duty were very 
friendly, especially when I declared being a ham. One of them was also a ham 
and we had a lot to talk about. The site is used mostly for weather fax 
transmission these days and contains rows upon rows of Wilcox (I think) 
low-power transmitters, plus tons of old equipment such as military 
Hammarluds. 


And now for the prize of the collection: An excellent condition Collins 
231D. This is a 3-cabinet 3kw AM transmitter for HF service. It is a 
pleasure to look at (inside and outside), that's all I can say. Finals are 
750's (TL?). All tubes are visible through windows. It must be a sight to be 
seen when operating. As far as I know it is still connected to everything 
and can be turned on. I might just do that next time I visit there. I'll 
also take some pictures for display on the web. They've been thinking about 
some kind of museum and I'm sure I'll be involved in that. Anyway, it was a 
full weekend as far as BAS are concerned and I thought I'd share that with 
you. Any war stories about the 231D that you might have will be usefull in 
its restoration. 


73 
George SVOKA sifakis@isoft.intranet.gr 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 

From: Paul Bernhardt <bern@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil> 

Subject: Acorn Wanted 

Message-ID: <Pine.A32.3.91.961209003537 .30728A-100000@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil> 


Does someone have one or two 956 acorn tubes that they want to part 
with. I have plenty of 6F4 acorns for trade. I need the 956 for the 
front end of my Hallicraters S-36. 


Paul Bernhardt, KF4FOR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 

Subject: BA O'scope aircraft engine analyzer 
Message-ID: <9612090852.ZM5200@emerald.gene.com> 


Greetings, hollow-state fans! 


I've taken in a boatanchor oscilloscope built by the Bendix 
Scintilla Corp. for use as an engine analyzer for radial aircraft 
engines. No manual was included, of course, but all the cables are 
there and there's a schematic laminated on the side of the cabinet. 
It's got lots of tubes, *xand* it belongs to the era of "round" aircraft 
engines, so I think it's a xreallyx neat piece of equipment. 


Does anyone on the BA list have experience using one of these 
old BA engine analyzers? I've got another BA ‘scope for general use, 
but I'd like to use this one xalmost*x as it was intended- as an engine 
analyzer when I tune up my VW Beetle! Hey, it's an air-cooled engine, 
anyway ! 


I'd be especially grateful to hear from anyone with experience 
using anything like this piece of boatanchor-and-aviation history. 
Hints, kinks, or just tales of where and when you worked with this kind 
of gear will be most appreciated. 


Cheers! 


Ian Abbott 


%< %< %< RUNNING WITH SCISSORS DOWN THE HALLWAY OF LIFE... %< %< %< 
MWe OR oS SoA es oh son eae ieee Se ee ON etek eee 
Ian E. Abbott abbott.ian@gene.com % 
Genentech, Inc. Voice: 415.225.1793 % 
Fermentation/Recovery Pager: 415.655.9160 <"tiii>< 


| 
| 
| 
Information Systems Group | Fax: 415.225.3541 _| _| 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: DArney@gnn.com (Dan Arney) 

Subject: Re: BA O'scope aircraft engine analyzer 
Message-ID: <199612092206.RAA17226@mail-e2b.gnn.com> 


Ian, I have over 3000 hours as a Captain flying Lockheed Connies. 
we used the analyzer at all times. We had R3350's Turbo compounded. 
The unit was always on. You couls see all; 4 engines or just one by 
a selector switch. We had autofeathering capability also. We could 
look at all aspects of the ignition system, i.e. 
primary,secondary,coils, harness,leads and plus. Our SOP was for 
Flt. Engineer to call out Double shorted number 3 for example. and 
for the Captain to turn around and confirm it and the order the 
engine feathered immediately. In most cases that would indicate 
that we had swallowed a valve. By shutting down quickly we would 
normally only have to replace a jug and a PRT if we were not fast 
enough, in most cases we would lose the PRT. I think most of ours 
were Land Air, some were Bendix. We still hold the world record for 
2300 hours of being on the aircraft. We were flying in Southeast 
Asia support for MAC. This was for Flying Tiger Air Service 
65.66.67. in and out of Nam. 


For use on a car I think you have to find some pick ups. I should 
have my instruction manual somewhere. (being the packrat I am). 


These units were mounted on end to left of the FE's staion so that 
it visable to all of the Flite crew. 


Hank 


>Date: Mon, 9 Dec 1996 10:53:33 -0600 (CST) 

>From: "Tan Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 

>Sender: boatanchors@theporch.com 

>To: Multiple recipients of list <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
>Subject: BA O'scope aircraft engine analyzer 

> 

>Greetings, hollow-state fans! 

> 


> I've taken in a boatanchor oscilloscope built by the Bendix 
>Scintilla Corp. for use as an engine analyzer for radial aircraft 
>engines. No manual was included, of course, but all the cables are 
>there and there's a schematic laminated on the side of the 
cabinet. 

>It's got lots of tubes, xand* it belongs to the era of "round" 
aircraft 

>engines, so I think it's a *xreallyx neat piece of equipment. 

> 

> Does anyone on the BA list have experience using one of these 
>old BA engine analyzers? I've got another BA 'scope for general 
use, 

>but I'd like to use this one xalmost* as it was intended- as an 
engine 

>analyzer when I tune up my VW Beetle! Hey, it's an air-cooled 
engine, 

>anyway ! 

> 

> I'd be especially grateful to hear from anyone with 

experience 

>using anything like this piece of boatanchor-and-aviation history. 
>Hints, kinks, or just tales of where and when you worked with this 
kind 

>of gear will be most appreciated. 


> 

> Cheers! 

> 

> Ian Abbott 

> 

>-- 

>%< %< %< RUNNING WITH SCISSORS DOWN THE HALLWAY OF LIFE... %< %< %< 
I ~~~ 


>Ian E. Abbott 

>Genentech, Inc. 
>Fermentation/Recovery 
>Information Systems Group 


abbott.ian@gene.com % 
Voice: 415.225.1793 % 
Pager: 415.655.9160 <"tiiio< 
Fax: 415.225.3541 _| _| 


VV VV VV 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <u856010@eastman. com> 


Subject: RE: BA O'scope aircraft engine analyzer 
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.961209193617 .29799B -100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


On Mon, 9 Dec 1996, Ian Abbot asked about an oscilloscope engine analyzer. 


I've taken in a boatanchor oscilloscope built by the Bendix 
Scintilla Corp. for use as an engine analyzer for radial aircraft 
engines. No manual was included, of course, but all the cables are 
there and there's a schematic laminated on the side of the cabinet. 
It's got lots of tubes, *xand* it belongs to the era of "round" aircraft 
engines, so I think it's a xreallyx neat piece of equipment. 


VVVV VV 


I am not familiar with this particular piece of equipment, but one of my 
books on oscilloscopes discusses engine analyzers. One of the best 
designs used a rotary differential transformer coupled to the engine shaft 
to produce a rotating deflection voltage synchronized with the engine 
rotation. You could monitor the firing of each cylinder continuously with 
this design and compare the different "pips" to determine which plug might 
be fouled, etc. The transformer is similar to a conventional syncho 
transformer but the outputs are 90 degrees out of phase rather than 120 
degrees. 


With a conventional oscilloscope display, it is necessary to synchonize 
the sweep with the firing of a particular cylinder and as the engine speed 
varies the "pips" move about on the display. I once tuned up my "Blue 
Bomb" [the 1971 Dodge Challenger] with my Tektronix 585A. Both were 
boatanchors but the scope was the more valuable at the time. 


There are lots of interesting scope displays that are best provided by 
radial deflection. I think the MIT Rad-Lab book on scopes (Soller?) has a 
good discussion of this. 


73, Barry L. Ornitz WA4VZQ ornitz@eastman.com 
[Private note to Ian: Instead of a terminal, are you using a Wort processor? ] 


<Groan - another fermentation joke! Jack, tell this one to Phil! :-) ] 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "Rhett T. George" <rtg@ee.duke.edu> 

Subject: CCT-46077 

Message-ID: <199612092056.PAA105007@ee. duke. edu> 


- Greetings - 


The season of unexpected, undeserved gifts is at hand. Before I get 
wound up in the pulpit on that sermon topic, I'll shift to BA topics. 


Just got a beautiful 30# 2 - 20 MC receiver, made by Westinghouse in 
1942 for U S Navy Bureau of Ships. Front panel tells me that it is 
dual-voltage, 12 VDC and 110 V. That is okay since it has no built-in 
power supply. No bandspread but the slow tuning should take care of 
that. Please, I should like to know where it was used, shore-side or 
shipboard (vessel type?). It pulled in a bunch of signals while the 
seller was demonstrating it. 


Also got an R-42 for the SX-42. Presumably a line-matching transformer 
had been removed from inside the box. Perhaps a speaker swap had been 
made for the input Z is about 4 ohms, tho it is marked 500-600 by the 
terminal block. The equalization circuit seems to be intact. I should 
like to know how the original 500 ohms input Z was obtained. 


The SX-42 is looking better and better. It would look much better if it 
had a cabinet. I can make a walnut or oak cabinet for it, but if some- 
one has a factory cabinet, I think the ol' timer would look even better 
in that nifty lift-top case. A disreputable cabinet will be fine. I 

do not mind getting the dings out, the rust off, the paint on, and the 
set in. Even the bottom of a cabinet or the lift-top will put the 
receiver in a better state. If you've a good, bad, or indecent case, 

or a piece of one, I'd like to hear from you. 


Season's Greetings to all which means Merry Christmas or other salutation 
appropriate to your custom. 


73 Rhett George - KE4HIH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 

From: Ronald H Steinberg <rhstein@interaccess.com> 

Subject: Chicagoland BA get together 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19961209062941.00763d84@pop.interaccess.com> 


Several people have suggested to have a BA net for the Chicagoland area. 
Why don't we meet at the Antique Radio Club of I1.(ARCI) swapmeet this 
next Sunday 12/15/96 at 7am in the hotel restaurant for further discusion? 
The ARCI swapmeet (no admission charge) is at the Holiday Inn Elgin IL 

just east of rt 31 on the south frontage road off interstate 90. 


See their URL at http://members.aol.com/arci31280/arci.htm for a map and 
more info 


BTW I have picked up some very unusual BAs at these meets 


73 Ron K9IKZ 


Ron Steinberg K9IKZ rhstein@interaccess.com 


512 S Cherry Itasca Il 60143 
630 773 3583 hm 630 773 0822 hm fax 
At work: rentcom@mcs.com http://www. rentcom.com 


847 678 7000 wk 847 678 9378 wk fax 


Ron Steinberg K9IKZ rhstein@interaccess.com 
512 S Cherry Itasca Il 60143 
630 773 3583 hm 630 773 0822 hm fax 

At work: rentcom@mcs.com http://www. rentcom.com 


847 678 7000 wk 847 678 9378 wk fax 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

Subject: Christmas came early! 

Message-ID: <199612091221 .EAAQ0473@kim.teleport.com> 


Got this phone call from a guy who said Tektronix sent him to me after he 
told them he had a bunch of old Tek scopes and parts for sale. It was an 
estate of an 80 year old former service technician who worked on avionics 
gear at Portland Airport. So I told him I would take a look and see if I 
could help him. 


What I found was a pole barn FULL of electonics and mechanical stuff like 
old motors and hydraulics. I am going to try to get some of it listed here 
so you guys can have a crack at it too. Anyway, on my second trip through 
the loft, I put my flashlight on one old scope in the dark of the shadows 
and, THERE IT WAS! 

A TEKTRONIX TYPE 570 TUBE CURVE TRACER! I had long since given up all hope 
of ever finding one of these that I could afford! It's full of dirt and 
grime and some of the accessories are missing, but it is definitely a 570. 
I hesitated a long time and then offered the seller $50 for it. He could 
see I was uneasy with that price (good clean ones go for well over $1000 
among the tube audio crowd). So he quickly countered my offer and said I 
could have it for $40!! I then explained that my hesitancy was I didn't 
think $50 was enough. I assured him that I would be VERY HAPPY to have it 
at $50 and now I am the proud owner of a 570. Now if I could just find a 
Tektronix Type 104 or 104A, I would have one of every instrument in the 1953 
Tek catalog I just got!! 


There is quite a bit of military test equipment and some military radio 
stuff in this barn, but I know so little about it. I will try to get some 
specific numbers and see what offers we can get for it. 


I saw one rough S38E and about 50 Eico 377 20 Hz to 200 KHz square and 
sinewave generators all of which are available. I'd guess $5 each plus 
shipping would get you a generator. 


Standby for a list. It may be a couple of weeks . 


Stan w7ni@teleport.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: "Walter Fairclough" <wfairclo@netcom.ca> 

Subject: Coil Sealer 

Message-ID: <199612091404. JAA18483@tor-srs1.netcom.ca> 


Need to seal the slugs on trimmer coils. Can anyone tell me what to use and 
if there is an available product, where I can purchase purchase it. 


Would appreciate any info. 
Thanks 

Walter 

Walter Fairclough 


Manotick, Ontario 
wfairclo@netcom.ca 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 

From: David Cooley <cooldave@ipass.net> 

Subject: Re: Coil Sealer 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19961210012918 . 0066eb64@mail.ipass.net> 


At 08:10 AM 12/9/96 -0600, you wrote: 


>Need to seal the slugs on trimmer coils. Can anyone tell me what to use and 
>if there is an available product, where I can purchase purchase it. 


Walter, 
I've always used nail polish... Doesn't seem to affect the coil, holds well, 


but can be broken loose if you need to re-adjust. 


Take care, 


David Cooley A.K.A. N5XMT cooldave@ipass.net 
http: //www.ipass.net/~cooldave/ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "Bob Duckworth" <wb4mnf@atl.org> 

Subject: Re: Coil Sealer 

Message-ID: <199612100235.VAA11338@atl.org> 


I like beeswax. 

I've seen it used for stabilizing small airwound 
coils in cheap transistor radios too. 

Ace hardware has it. 

Good for sashes and drawers too. 

-bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: 4CX250B@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu 

Subject: Collins 51S-1 S-meter Zero Problem 

Message-ID: <v03007801aed1f£be1f99d@[134.53.5.143]> 


Hi Gang, 


Can anbody out there help me with an unstable s-meter zero on my 51S-1? 
It's an odd problem. When I turn on the cold receiver, the s-meter is not 
zeroed, even though it was zeroed the last time I used the receiver. 
Surprisingly, however, the zero point does not drift as the rig warms up. 
If I zero the meter with the s-meter adjustment pot, the s-meter stays 
zeroed as long as the receiver stays on, even if the pot was adjusted just 
after the receiver was turned on and hadn't yet warmed up. If I turn the 
receiver off and let it cool down, then when I turn it back on the 
s-meter will no longer be zeroed. I've replaced the s-meter amplifier tube, 
used contact cleaner on the s-meter pot, etc., but to no avail. I suspect a 
leaky cap somewhere, but am not sure where to look. It's not the AGC timing 
cap. 


Regards, 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: "Stan LaPointe" <lapointe@hopf.dnai.com> 

Subject: Drake chassis corrosion 

Message-ID: <199612090443 .UAA17262@dnai.com> 


Any one have any experience or suggestions for cleaning up the copper 
chassis in the Drake equipment? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: mknudsen@lucent.com 

Subject: Re: Drift in the HQ series. 

Message-ID: <9612091953 .AA01695@bock.ih. lucent. com> 


Tnx to Al for giving me credit for the idea to regulate 

screens in the HQ-180. I don't remember for sure that I said that. 
Might have. But I DID suggest putting the final, tunable 3.5 MHz 
(oops, I mean 455 +/- 60 KC) osc and the BFO ont he regulated 

supply. Hammarlund must have thought those low-freq oscs weren't 
worth regulating, but I wonder. That may be more than the VR tube can 
handle on cold power-up, so be careful. 


I also have a notion to slip a teensy 5 VDC supply, tweaked up to 6 V, 
under the chassis for the 6C4 and a few friends thereof. 
73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Michael Tallent <mtallent@concentric.net> 
Subject: Re: Drift in the HQ series. 

Message-ID: <32AC972E.4512@concentric.net> 


mknudsen@lucent.com wrote: 

> 

> I also have a notion to slip a teensy 5 VDC supply, tweaked up to 6 V, 
> under the chassis for the 6C4 and a few friends thereof. 

> 73, mike k aa9rg 


Hello: 
I added a 6 volt DC regulator to my HQ-180A about 10 years ago, I think 


it helped, at least I left it in. I can give details under seperate 
cover, as it is of the "other" persuasion. 


73's Mike W6MXV 
Michael Tallent 
707-984-8283 707-984-8230 fax 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: vancleef@netcom.com (Henry van Cleef) 

Subject: Re: Drift in the HQ series. 

Message-ID: <199612100222 .TAA26289@netcom23.netcom. com> 


As mknudsen@lucent.com discourses 


Tnx to Al for giving me credit for the idea to regulate 

screens in the HQ-180. I don't remember for sure that I said that. 
Might have. But I DID suggest putting the final, tunable 3.5 MHz 
(oops, I mean 455 +/- 60 KC) osc and the BFO ont he regulated 

supply. Hammarlund must have thought those low-freq oscs weren't 
worth regulating, but I wonder. That may be more than the VR tube can 
handle on cold power-up, so be careful. 


VV VV VV VV 


Well, I'm not sure how much additional stability comes from regulating 
the supply to mixer tube screens. My RME-45 mods do include feeding 
all RF-IF screens, as well as the BFO and local oscillator, from the 
VR-150 bus. That was done to provide a low impedance 150 volt source 
for the screens, which have to be dropped to 100 volts. The mixer 
gets its drop from a separate resistor, so is not affected by AVC 
action, which makes the AVC-controlled stage screens walk up and down. 
In the 45, the VR-150 is fed from a 260 volt bus (not a standard 
RME-45 voltage) through 3.3K, as I recall. There is enough current to 
power all that stuff, although "just barely," the way it is 
configured. While the set is nice and stable, I have run it with the 
VR tube out of the circuit, and it isn't that bad without it. While a 
VR tube was a production mod in the 45's, I think I got more from 
lowering heat in the set by dropping B+ 50 volts. 


In a set with a separate LO, the one circuit to pay lots of attention 
to is the oscillator---almost always a triode circuit. I'd include 
the coupling cap feeding the mixer with the LO signal. I think that 
restoring the LO circuit with new parts and a good cleanup has to come 
first. 


So far as second-guessing the original designers, Hammarlund spent a 
lot of time and effort on their front ends, and I'm not sure that you 
could get much improvement on the design. Read the treatises by 
Langford Smith in both the third and fourth Radiotron Designers' 
Handbook, and you should get the idea that there are a yachtload of 
tradeoffs in front end design. You can spend a lot of bench time 
trying things out. 


> 
> I also have a notion to slip a teensy 5 VDC supply, tweaked up to 6 V, 
> under the chassis for the 6C4 and a few friends thereof. 
> 
I 


dunno that there's much mileage in putting DC on front end heaters. 
So far as voltage regulation goes, if the mains power has 
uncorrectable low-frequency fluctuations (i.e. voltage changes 
measured in periods of minutes or more) I'd either straighten out the 
mains problems and/or put a Sola transformer on the front of things. 


Hank van Cleef 
E-mail vancleef@netcom.com or vancleef@tmn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "William C. Robbins" <billrobb@net-link.net> 
Subject: FREE STUFF 

Message-ID: <199612092320.SAAQ0858@servO1.net-link.net> 


I posted 5 or 6 Free Items here a while back. All were snapped up rather 
quickly. 


Since sending the items I have received several comments from the winners 
and many others in this group...... All very positive and heart-warming. 


I would highly recommend that if any of you have pieces or trinkets of gear 
that are otherwise useless to yourself, consider doing something similar. 


We all have our own reasons for doing these types of things. The reward for 
myself has been doing something small for fellow amateurs. 


Enough bleeding heart stuff. Does anyone have any old Heath stuff they want 
to sell??!! Hi! 


Happy Holidays 


Bill 


WwA8CDU Heathkit Collector 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: SKIPPERM@MTC.MID.TEC.SC.US 

Subject: Greensboro Hamfest 

Message-ID: <961209123458 .206018bf@MTC.MID.TEC.SC.US> 


In answer to Dave - WB4SSE inquiry about the fest. You didn't miss 

a lot. I arrived about 9:30 (rained on me all the way from Charlotte N.C.) 
I saw only three or four boatanchors. A repainted Hallicrafters S-40?? 

a couple of Johnson Vikings, not much else I remember. I only purchased 

a couple of parts and connectors. my first visit to this fest. I thought 
it would be larger. I think the bad weather slowed sellers, but lots of 
people to sell to. next time its rains, I'll stay home. 


regards 
Skip 
email skipperm@mtc.mid.tec.sc.us 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Dave Metz <metzd@cfw.com> 

Subject: HAMMARLUND IF CANS/CAP VALUES 

Message-ID: <2.2.32.19961210020121.00a7cf3c@milo.cfw.com> 


I recently discovered an interesting notation on the schematic for a HQ110-- 
the discrete cap values for 

some of those arky sparky Hammarlund IF cans. While not a complete 
Hammarlund list, these part number IF cans are also used in the 145 and 
170 at least. The trouble is that the manuals for those two receivers don't 
list the cap values. So if you're stuck with a bad 26402 can (the 455/3035 
dual purpose) that is bad and must remove the cap in the base because the 
base is cracked , I would think this should help. 


26402-1 


455/3035 schematically: 22pf on the top and 100pf on the bottom. I would 
guess that the 455 is the larger coil which is actually on top(physically) 
and would need the 100 pf across it and the 22 pf across the other smaller 
3035 primary coil(the secondary coil being that itty bitty one in between) 
Those of you more familiar with coils/frequency and size should take that 
assumption with a grain of salt --I'm not familiar enough with these 
critters to be sure this is a correct assumption ie: bigger coil is the 
lower freq. 


38992-1 
primary: 363pf sec: 106pf 


38829-2 
primary and secondary both are 330pf 


38829-1 
primary : 100pf sec: 300pf 


I hope this helps someone in need. I tried to get this info sometime back 

and sort of didn't have any luck. Then, magically, someone made a post about 
the 26402-1 values. I never got a chance to try these external fixes as I 

was able to obtain a good one from a junker unit. I feel like Joe Friday 

here, I can only report the facts,---- how this info can be useful to 

someone is purely conjecture! Personally, I think its a shame such a_ nice 
receiver had to have such junk inside. Probably an early case of the bean 
counters of the world gaining control over the engineers. Heck, stuff a lot 
older than these units are doing well today with no sign of giving up the ship. 


Hope this helps someone in need. 


73's dave 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: "al parker" <al_parker@kacc.com> 

Subject: Re: Heathkit SA2500 

Message-ID: <9611098501.AA850145882@ccuucp.kacc.com> 


12/8, Joe wrote: 


> Was wondering, although not really classified as a BA, and even 
>though I have been bitten by the 'Green Machines' - I wonder what is the 
>going market on a Heathkit SA2500 Auto-Tune unit/with Original Manual 

> 

I also have one of these which I picked up in unfinished condx about 3 yrs 
ago back East. Unfortunately, the PC board had been completed before the 
original owner's eyesight got too dim to continue. I still haven't gotten 
it working properly, after several stints at finding solder bridges, non- 
connecting joints, etc. I hope to get motivated to finish the 
troubleshooting, I've all ready invested about 8 hrs in finishing assembly, 
plus 8 - 12 in hunting down problems, and finding many, e.g., couple of 
broken components, etc. The digital voltmeter that counts inductor turns 
is inoperable, and dooks difficult to remove & fix. I've got the assy 
manual + original box. 


BTW, there was a comparison article on tuners in QST about 2 yrs ago which 
did not speak favorably concerning the efficiency of the 2500 series. 


Like Gary Harmon says, "too many projects, not enough time" 


Anyhow, Joe, I'd be interested in what feedback you get, if it comes to you 
direct vs. on the list. 


Al, W8UT 


"A fanatic is one who doubles his effort after he has forgotten his 
objective." unknown 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: mknudsen@lucent.com 

Subject: Re: Help ID old Rx/swapmeet report 
Message-ID: <9612092059.AA01983@bock.ih. lucent. com> 


You saw an RAL, the HF mate to my RAK VLF unit. 

It's a great regen set and a blast to use on HF, according to a couple 

guys I've emailed with. The RAK is unbeatable on VLF, copies circles around 
an RBA, so I expect the RAL is pretty hot too. 


Of course you need space for it and a friend to help you move it, 
but for $25 it was a steal. Only 5 or 6 tubes inside, but with two RF 
stages feeding a regen you don't need much. 


The prices you saw on those chinchy Novice revrs belong in an antique 
shop, on the other hand...73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "Edward J. Zeranski" <ejz@nosc.mil> 

Subject: Help ID old Rx/swapmeet report 

Message-ID: <2.2.32.19961209214725 .00d8646c@marlin.nosc.mil> 


At 15:03 12/9/96 -0600, you wrote: 

>You saw an RAL, the HF mate to my RAK VLF unit. 

> 

>Of course you need space for it and a friend to help you move it, 

>but for $25 it was a steal. Only 5 or 6 tubes inside, but with two RF 
>stages feeding a regen you don't need much. 

> 


The RAL moves in with its old friends tonight after work! John Kolb 
gave me a heads up( Thanks again John!!) so I called the guy, da rest be 
history. I guess it would time to make the standard reimbursement offer for 
pubs, will cover all copy and post fees. Also would like to hear email from 
others with the set. 


>The prices you saw on those chinchy Novice revrs belong in an antique 
>shop, on the other hand...73, mike k aa9rg 
> 

The fellow with the NC-57 for $80 said "nostalgia" would bring his 
price when I said the price was a tad high. I gave him the manual for the 
RX, whoever gets it for $80 needs the the manual more than me. 


> 
Ed Zeranski ejz@marlin.nosc.mil, work 
ezeran@cris.com home 

Wooden Boats, Tube Receivers, Rusty Old Trucks, The Good Stuff! 


This is a private opinion or statement and is nobody's fault but mine. No 
person,employer,or govt.should try to take credit for it! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: bharris@scs.philips.com (Brian Harris) 

Subject: help identifying military gear 

Message-ID: <2ac89720@scs.philips.com> 


While helping the widow of a SK, I came across three pieces of military gear of 
which I am unfamiliar. An immovable car prevented me from getting any more 
detail than what is listed below. 


The three units appear to go together as part or all of a set. They are all 
about the same size and are much taller than wide. I would guess their 

height to be 20 to 24 inches, their width to be about 7 to 9 inches and their 
depth to be 16 to 18 inches. There are various meters on all three (I think) 
and I distinctly remember one unit having a round meter at the tope that had a 
6KV scale. I believe this is a power supply and that the other units are a 
transmitter and perhaps an antenna tuner. The cases are aluminum, perhaps 
brushed. I suspect they were for aviation. They seemed to be intact. 


Please advise what they might be (nomenclature, description, etc.) and what 
they might be worth. I am not interested in them for myself but I will help 
arrange for a sale. They are located in Pasadena, California and will likely 
have to be picked up. Thanks in advance. 


Brian Harris WA5UEK 


, Lam sure they can be made available.. discoA military collector I am not, 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 
Subject: Re: help identifying military gear 

Message-ID: <199612100320.DAA76318@muleO0.mindspring.com> 


At 03:53 PM 12/9/96 -0600, you wrote: 

>While helping the widow of a SK, I came across three pieces of military 

gear of 

>which I am unfamiliar. An immovable car prevented me from getting any more 
>detail than what is listed below. 

> 

>The three units appear to go together as part or all of a set. They are all 
>about the same size and are much taller than wide. I would guess their 
>height to be 20 to 24 inches, their width to be about 7 to 9 inches and their 
>depth to be 16 to 18 inches 


Could be the TBW-5 (forget the Army air core/USAF #) series. Don't know 
about the 6KV meter 
tho.. 


Dave K4JRB 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: HELP,HELP any Owner of a HT-32 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199612100202510455€@msn. com> 


Hi Gang, I would like a response back on this request in a nanosecond. 

(Just teasing, Jack). 

I got the switch wafer I broke on the HT-32 Operation Knob glued back together 
and its as strong as an OX(smells like one to, wafer that is). 

Now funny thing. I noticed before I removed the switch from the exciter 
sub-chassis that it only Clicked 4 times. I looked at the knob and it has 
engraved on it .. Positions for OFF-POWER-STANDBY-MOX-CAL-VOX. 

Jeeze I thought how can this 4 position switch provide six functions. 


Now remember, I have never put power to this unit and its a new rig to me. 
Am I missing something? If I change the detent mechanism it will detent 
seven times.. one more then needed. 


SO FOR MY BEGGING AND PLEADING REQUEST. Anybody got a HT-32 

sitting out thats convient to get to please just go over to the operation 
switch and count the clicks for me. COUNT - OFF as one and just go around the 
positions. I know this sounds weird, but it will help me 

immensely to satisfy my mine for reinstalling the switch, About an 8 hour job. 


Thanks Much in Advance 
Al 
fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 

Subject: HQ-160 & SX28 FS 

Message-ID: <32AB9C22.3876@foothill.net> 


I have for sale: 

Hammarlund HQ-160, Looks very good. A 9 on a 10 scale. Works. 
Complete. Original. Has Clock. $175 

Hallicrafters SX-28, Rack mount. Looks good. Complete. Original. 
Works. S meter does not work. Front is a 7-8 ona 10 
scale. $160. 

Dentron "Super Tuner" I think it is 1000W Cw/1200W SSB. But Not 
sure. It is an 8-9 in appearance. $80 


The HQ160 and the SX28 are plus shipping AND PACKING. I intend to use 
UPS Versapack which will be about $15 - $20 for the packing. Please give 
your address and ZIP so I can calculate shipping. 


Eugene Rippen, 105 Donnington, Auburn, CA 95603 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: BEN NOCK <106312.1035@compuserve. com> 

Subject: HRO 500 af filter wanted 

Message-ID: <199612091452_ MC1-CDF-FC83@compuserve.com> 


Hi, I am looking for the audio filter unit 
for the HRO 500 rx. This is the small unit, 
with an octal or B8G plug on it, that sits 
inside the set. 


If you can help, send price or what you would 
swap for it. 


Thanks, Ben G4BXD 


MILITARY WIRELESS IN THE MIDLANDS 
' AIRBORNE JUMP TO IT ' 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu (Chip Owens) 

Subject: Info wanted on BC-186 Receiver 

Message-ID: <199612091601.JAA23138@atd.atd.ucar.EDU> 


Need info on BC-186 receiver. This is a 4 tube regen. type revr. 
using 2 type 30 tubes and 2 type 34 tubes. Schematic is printed 
on the inside of the case so I have that much. It uses plug-in 
coils and there is one set that covers 2.4 to 3.7MHz. 


Anyone know what/where this set was used? What is the rest of 

the system? I'd like to find other plug-in coils and a manual 

for this receiver. It sure is a cute little box-about 6"high, 

8" deep and about 12" long. Black-wrinkle finish and very neat 
construction. 


If you can offer any help on info regarding this rcvr. and the 
rest of the system I'd be glad to hear from you. 


Thanks! 
Chip Owens, NWOO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: Al Klase <alklase@prolog.net> 

Subject: Re: Info wanted on BC-186 Receiver 

Message-ID: <199612091705.LAAQ7858@uro.theporch. com> 


At 10:04 AM 12/9/96 -0600, Chip Owens wrote: 


> 
>Anyone know what/where this set was used? What is the rest of 
>the system? 


BC-186 is part of SCR-178 along with the BC-187 TX and BC-188 screen 
modulator. System covers 2.4-3.7 MC and is powered by dry batteries 
(receiver?) and LV-HV generator (TX?). Manual is TM 11-231. The SCR-179 is 
a horse mounted version of this set. The BC-187 uses an 865 and a 10 tube. 
The BC-188 uses two 30's. 


Nice find! 


That all I know, 
Al 


Al Klase - N3FRQ 
alklase@prolog.net 
Flemington, NJ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: wj5j@juno.com (John D Hensley) 

Subject: Knobs, knobs and more knobs 

Message-ID: <19961209.004213.7039.5.wj]5j@juno.com> 


Hello BA members, 


In looking for replacement knobs for several projects 
including my 5134 (the very tiny knobs at the bottom), 

my AR-77 (the RCA type pointer knobs), my Eico 

cap tester, etc. I stumbled on a rep for Davies Molding 
Co. called NAPCO out of Houston and Dallas. I'm sure 
I've seen this on the list before, but so many new members 
have joined I thought it worth repeating. 


Call them for a catalog 1-800-580-2521 in Houston, 
1-800-580-9515 in Austin, and 1-214-241-9450 out 
of big D. 


They list the old fashioned gen. purpose phenolic black 
instrument cases, ABS cases, etc. Ask for information 

on control knobs, handles, etc. It doesn't cover all bases, 
but it covers a few that are increasingly hard to cover. 


73, Doug WI5J 


to WI5I / NNNOBXX / RNARS 4412 dog 
Searching for KS1 p.s. for the Heath KL1, HA20 vhf amp 

for the Seneca or HX-30, Hallicrafters HA6 transverter p.s., 
wetted relay for HA1 keyer, original manual for R274/SX73 

800 hz filters for 75A3 and 5134. Have stuff to trade also. 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKK WIS] @ AMSAt. OLE KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <xrbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: Re: Low power am xtr 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.961209073323 .29081B-100000@indy1> 


Hi! 


Barry asked about power pentodes. I actually own a couple of types, 
intended (eventually!) for a transmitter project. 

But first, RCA lists three "classic" examples--the 802 (25W plate in), 
804 (120W) and 803 (350W!), all of which appear to predate the beam tetrodes. 


The ones I have are Raytheon RK-25s, very similar to the 802s and 
possibly developed prior to them, plus some 802s to back 'em up. The 
802s take less screen current and put out a bit less power but are otherwise 
very close. (Looks like the RK-25 is not as "elegantly" designed, but 
has a bit more oomph. Raytheon tended to build "trucks" when they made 
power tubes). FWIW, AES had 802s at xveryx good prices last 
winter--they're still about 2/3 the price of 807s, though you'll need 
the medium-sized 7-pin socket AES does *xnot*x sell to use ‘em. RK-23/25s 
are hen's-tooth unobtianium[1], near as I can tell. 


Outside of those and the '47, power pentodes don't seem to have had a 
lot of ham use, nor much commercial use either. I've only seen the 802 
ans RK-23/25 (the 23 is a 2.5V version) in ham designs, in fact. Harris 
sold an FM transmitter within the last 20 years that used a ceramic power 
pentode for outputs in the 2-3kW range when everyone else was using 
triodes or beam tetrodes--it worked perfectly well but the sort-of bayonet 
socket (twist to disengage, pull out xgentlyx) was subject to considerable 
abuse at the hands of those more used to yanking out power tubes with 
fewer grids and not inclined to read manuals! (Had to replace a socket in 
one, years ago). The reduction in drive power over a tetrode was minimal 
at best, and most manufacturers don't appear to have found the trade-off 
(one more source of electrode voltages, bypassing, etc.) worth it. 


RCA occasionally made a "distinction without a difference" in their 
beam power tubes--the 807, 7034/4X150A and 7203/4CX250B are “beam power 
tubes;" the 8916 and 8890 [2] in our old TV rig are "beam power tetrodes;" 
the 6L6 is a "beam power pentode" or "beam power amplifier" (6V6 gets only 
the latter description), and the 42/6F6 and 6K6 are "power pentodes." The 
latter two may actually be (42s look awfully tetrodish to me but I'm just 
peeking through the glass![3]) but the rest of ‘em have only got two actual 
grids and all work the same way. Maybe different schools of thought 
through the years at the Receiving Tube and Power Tube divisions? 


[1] The richest kind--mountain- grown! 

[2] 8916 goes by 4CX24,000A as well; 8890 is a "baby" tube, only about 5kW. 
[3] Something's going on with the 42/6F6/6K6--the suppressor's internally 
strapped to the cathode, unlike the 802 et al. which require a seperate 
and relatively high suppressor voltage; OTOH, the grid bias for the 802 is 


suspiciously complimentary to suppressor voltage. The RK-25 is even 
xmorex interesting but I'll leave xthat*x one for our resident experts! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: "August H. Johnson" <kg7bz@whitemtns.com> 
Subject: Mesa Hamfest Acquisitions 

Message-ID: <32AC2B21.2715@whitemtns.com> 


Hello All, 


I've got some questions about a couple things I picked up at the Meas 
hamfest. The first is a BC-906-D Frequency meter. Neat device with 
tuned coaxial cavity and vacuum tube detector and amplifier. The 
calibration charts cover from 15.0-23.5 but no indication of what 
units. This can't be megacycles, the coaxial cavity is only about 8-10" 
long. Does anybody know something about this unit? It has a nice 
National Velvet dial drive on it. 


Second, I picked up a real clean Micro-Match Model 262 Indicator Unit 
for $5. Adjustable pot for 10, 100 & 1000 watts full scale. Does 
anyone have a sending unit for it that they'd want to sell? Or maybe 
manual with schematic for one so I could build one? 


Met about 8 or so list members there, it was a real good hamfest. It 
was great to meet some more of you! Just wish I'd had more to spend. 
:-) This is probably a standard comment. I had many comments on the 
wood Boatanchor emblem I was wearing, I'm thinking about making several 
versions, maybe one in Navy Gray, and selling them. Maybe I'll also do 
different manufacturers logos like Hallicrafters, National, Johnson 
Viking, etc. 


August 

August Johnson KG7BZ AMI 733 http: //www.whitemtns.com/~kg7bz 
P.O. Box 795 

Pinetop, AZ 85935 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Larry Godek <AZCOT@gnn.com> 

Subject: RE:Mesa Swap 

Message-ID: <199612090503 .AAA25831@mail-e2b.gnn.com> 


A couple of other items in the BA catagory that I left out ina 
previous descrition were a Mosely CM-1 for $125 I believe and the 


fellow said it worked fine. Think he also said he was the original 
owner. Then there was this National HRO. Not to shabby. Had 
original power supply and "speaker" with it. $450. Lots of 
lookers but I think he took it home. A fair R-388 was there, don't 
remember the price on it though. Guess thats enough of whats 
already gone. 


Larry Godek WOQOOGH 
AZCOT@gnn.com 
Gilbert, AZ. 85233 


Ex-W6KQL, W8BPV, DL5LS, KOTAO, KN6TUP 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: meter needed 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.95.961209121809 .9193C -100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


Found source for the needed meter - thanks guys. 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: aculbert@pps1-po.phyp.uiowa.edu 

Subject: MISC FOR SALE 

Message-ID: <199612091703.LAA27332@ns-mx.uiowa.edu> 


In the interest of shack order and domestic peace, I offer the following BA 
items for sale: 

DRAKE NB-4 Noise blanker for R-4C receiver $70 shipped CONUS 

EF JOHNSON 6N2 VFO with manual $40 shipped CONUS 


NATIONAL HRO "H" coil 100 - 200 Khz For pre-50 model HROs as it has the tuning 
graph on the front $30 shipped CONUS 


DRAKE AC-3 120 volt AC power supply for Drake TR-3 / 4 transceivers and T-4 
series transmitters $45 PLUS shipping 


DRAKE MS-3 Speaker for TR-3 or 4-line. Speaker is good and the grille is 


excellent with NO extra holes. Cabinet has assorted scuffs and scratches but NO 
dings or dents $30 PLUS shipping 


Maybe more later in the week!!! 


73 


Al, KOAL 


allan-culbert@uiowa.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: Stanley Siegel <SIEGELS@turing.law.nyu.edu> 
Subject: Misc. For Sale 

Message-ID: <s2acQ0800.003@turing.law.nyu.edu> 


The following items are duplicates in my collection: 


(1) Radiotron Designer's Handbook, 4th edition. Inside in very good 
condition, cover shows some wear. $75. 


(2) Electrovoice 664 mike, including original cable and box, but without 
stand. Very good condition. $125. 


Stan, W2ST 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: drhydro@ames.net (Paul Nelson) 

Subject: NC-120 rises from the dead (BA list) 
Message-ID: <v01540b00aed20e4e0903@[1.1.1.1]> 


Dadgum it, Larry, why is it that posts like this can bring genuine tears to 
me eyes? You've just written another chapter in the book that validates 
all that we do here. 

Thank you. 


Paul Nelson W5GNF "When I go, I want to go quietly, in my 
Ames, Iowa sleep, like my grandfather- not 


screaming, like his passengers." 
(DrHydro@ames.net) 

"More hay, Trigger?" 
Cessna 140 N77149 "No thanks, Roy, I'm stuffed." 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 

From: "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 

Subject: NC-120 rises from the dead.... <long> 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19961209001312 .29bffe52@pop. pipeline. com> 


Good evening old radio fans.... 

Tonight I'm very happy to report that my National NC-120 
is alive again... :-) 

Recently it suffered it's first failure since new in about 
1943... but first a bit of history: 


My uncle (who was a radioman of all things) brought this NC-120 
home from the Navy with him in the late 40's. Once back in the 
hill country of W.V. the radio sat for some years... 

(Drum roll for the passing of time here folks...:-) 


In the early 60's he dug it out of storage one night to show 

a curious nephew, (guess who this was folks...) That very young 
man spent several nights listening to voices from all over the 
world, and decided radios were kinda neat things... alas 
shortly after he had to return home to his folks and the old 
National was once again retired to storage... 

(More Drum Rolls for lots more years go here....) 


The nephew eventually went to school and never having forgotten 
the magic of those nights, studied electronics and ended up 
with an EE, a house full of sand-state gizmo's, and lots of 
surplus test equipment. From time to time he still played with 
several sand-state SWL rigs, but spent most of his time taming 
wily network routers for money... 

(Fast Forward to about two years ago....) 


Nephew flys back to W.V for family business, (funeral type) 

and sees Uncle for first time in years. During evening of 
catching up "that old radio" comes up. Turns out Uncle still 
has it, along with some other related stuff, and would the 
nephew like it? (Do firebottles glow?) 

(A long story about getting a heavy boatanchor from W.V. to 
Florida via three different relitives and thier cars, deleted.) 
So the NC-120 arrives in Florida... A little clean up later and 


the darn thing still works... :-) Two years or so pass, during 
which time the nephew rediscovers that SWL with a big old 
firebottle National is *NOT* the same as using a sand-state rig. 
It's at least ten times the fun! The xmagicx is back, a dark 
room, glowing firebottles, and all those voices from all over 
the world... The NC-120 leads to: Two type RCP's, a NC-100A, 

an RBL-3, even an R390A... But the NC-120 (still a pristine 
virgin down to it's Navy tubes,) gets used at least once a week. 
Then Disaster strikes! A puff of smoke, a blown fuse, and 

the NC-120's lights go out... :-( 


Fearing the worst, up on the bench it goes... 

One bypass capacitor later, a tune up is planned. how will the 
old girl react? Far as I know no one has done an alinement 

on this radio since the National factory shipped it. 

Three hours of careful work later... 

Local BCB station is coming in at 40 over S9 with RF gain set to 
zero, on three foot of wire for an antenna. glowbugs 3.579 net 
is coming in, I can hear at least four different "fists" out 

in the ether. Tropical bands are xbooming* in.... :-) 

Old girl can "hear" a .1 uV signal at the antenna, not bad... 


God I xlovex these old things! 


May xallx of you be blessed with at least one radio that 
means a xlotx to you. I sure am... :-) 


-Larry Ware 


dF Larry's Home for Wayward Test Equipment & Old Radios (tm) 
# Let your equipment retire in sunny central Florida. 

# Intensive Care, Private Bench Space, Frequent Use, 

d## Factory trained HP, Tek. & Fluke Surgeon on staff. 

d## Good Home Guaranteed or double your junk back! 

# lrware@pipeline.com, - Orlando, Florida - 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "Dave Kelley" <aa7tq@primenet.com> 

Subject: Need parts for 32S? 

Message-ID: <199612100313 .UAA28851@primenet. com> 


Happy Holidays! 


I have a 32S? that looks much like a turkey that day after....but there is 


still a little meat on the bones. Does anyone need anything from one of 
these little babes? I can sure check it for whatever part you need. I 
don't have a manual so you'd have to be pretty descriptive or fax mea 
picture from the book. 


Wafers, meter and most of the coils are there. Tube sockets and misc other 
small parts also. If she can bring another to life I'm sure it would like 
that. (geez, holidays make one corny) 


73 


Dave, AI7R 
http: //www.tempe.gov/radio 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Mike Warren <71555.713@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Need Switchcraft S-230 mic connector 
Message-ID: <199612090808_MC1-CDF-9869@compuserve. com> 


Just got a Drake TR4 that I need one of these for. It's .210" dia. three 
conductor. Anybody know a source? 


Tks es 73, Mike, W5MAZ (in MN) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Bob Marsh <bmarsh@hicom.net> 

Subject: Net Sked & Procedures 

Message-ID: <32ACBC51.4E1D@hicom.net> 


Hi Everyone, 


I'd like to try checking into the CW nets on 3579. Can someone post a 
schedule and include net check-in prosigns/procedures? I'v never 
checked into a CW net, except for the final NJ/DE Navy MARS Net. (MARS 
is now FORBIDDEN to to use Cw). 


I'd like very much to participate in these nets now that the HW-16 is 
running, and the SB-301/401 twins are on the road to recovery. 


tnx es 73 de Bob/KB2SGM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: lblaske@pclink.com (Lee Blaske) 

Subject: Re: New Miracle BA cleaner???? 

Message-ID: <v02130502aed14647bd60@[206.11.0.69]> 


At 01:49 AM 12/7/96 -0600, Tom Norris KA4RKT wrote: 

>Found a new item at our local industrial supply house today. 

>The name is "3M Citrus Base Industrial Cleaner" 

<SNIP> 

>cleaners, this stuff has no petroleum products. The only ingredients 
>seem to be "d-limonene" (citrus oil?) and un-named non-ionic surfactants. 


CAUTION!! This stuff can be really brutal on certain types of plastic!! 


Lee 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: mknudsen@lucent.com 

Subject: Re: Odd little speaker 

Message-ID: <9612092128.AA02035@bock.ih. lucent. com> 


Clearly a volume control. But I've seen this on marine xcvrs, 
where I think closing the louvers completely when not in use also 
protected the speaker from moisture and salt spray. 


Anyway, more relibale than a scratchy pot in the long run....73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: Re: Odd little speaker 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.95.961209154624 .23143F -100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Mon, 9 Dec 1996 mknudsen@lucent.com wrote: 
> Anyway, more relibale than a scratchy pot in the long run. 


Speaking of speaker controls - is there any long-lasting cure for those 
noisy L-pads and such type speaker level controls? They are all BAD! 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: FRANKK6NL@aol.com 
Subject: Pentodes and Supressor Modulation 


Message-ID: <961209163738_607992444@emout19.mail.aol.com> 


Just catching up on the last seven or eight digests and note the many 
comments re the subject. 


Back in the late thirties power pentodes that had honest to goodness 
suppressor grids in them and designed to be capable of supressor modulation 
service became were available .This type of modulation was very popular 
because all it required was a single stage low power amplifier to drive the 
grid. However, like # 1 grid modulation ( which for all practical purposes is 
the same thing) is very inefficient. However, among its attributes was that 
you cannot over modulate because the supressor characteristic tails off at 
both ends. But of course entering those regions does create distortion but it 
is not too bad. 


The first of these power pentodes was the Raytheon RK20 brought out about 
1934 and a very revolutionary tube for those days.It was capable of 80 watts 
output on CW and 21 watts carrier in supressor modulated service. It could be 
directly crystal controlled which is not possible with triodes of the same 
power levels. Incidentally, it required a suppressor bias of +45 in the CW 
mode and -45 in the suppressor mod mode.This was followed by the cathode 
types RK23 and RK25 (only difference was heater voltage).These were low power 
tubes giving out with 15 watts CW but only 3-4 watts in supressor 
modulation.Then came the big bottle, the RK28, with 200 watts out on CW and 
70 watts supressor modulated. 


RCA reluctantly followed suit (they were pushing #1 grid modulation) with 
their 804,802,803 series - the equivalents of the RK20, RK25 and RK28. 


Postwar, suppressor modulation disappeared. I suspect it was because power 
pentodes with that capability had all gone away. And as a purist I refuse to 
accept calling a tube with "beam forming plates" whether or not they are 
available in the pin out, a pentode. 


Someone mentioned that pentodes in RF service load differently than tetrodes. 
That is just not true they both load the same. 


I happen to have an RK20 and plan ,after all this , to set it up in a crystal 
controlled suppressor modulated transmitter of the type used in those good 


old days. I used one back then but as an ol CW man I never tried it on phone. 


Frank K6NL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Bob Roach <KE4QO0K@worldnet.att.net> 


Subject: Re:Prices 
Message-ID: <19961209051039 .AAA10620@LOCALNAME> 


At 04:46 PM 12/8/96 +0000, you wrote: 


>Whenever I see a price listed for receivers or transmitters, etc. 

>here or on the alt.radio.swap newsgroup, I save it to a file on my disk 
>called "PRICES". Someday I'll go back and edit this down to a reasonable 
>file :) After saving prices for awhile, you'll get an idea of 

>price ranges for a catagory, even if you haven't seen a price for 

>a particular item. 


Thanks John, 


This sounds like as good a solution as any. Probably won't be very useful 
by January but in the long run it should be quite useful. I am so short of 
boatanchor/glowbug stuff at this point that anything with tubes is worth 
about $20 just for sockets and transformers. 


>With this knowledge, I'm armed for the XYL. "But honey, I only 
>paid $30 for this FRdx400, and after I clean it up, I can sell it 
>for $100." Right! 


I have already manage a coupe on this front. I have been looking for an old 
Zenith 4 band reciever for a long time and a friend who was aware that I 
wanted a Zenith radio call and said he had seen one for $10 at a yard sale. 
It turned out to be a chair side broadcast band only Zenith but I brought it 
home and found the only thing wrong was a broken lead on a bypass cap. A 
few weeks later my mom, who sells antiques, told my wife it was probably 
worth about $160. I don't really know if this is an acurrate figure, but my 
XYL is impress, so I'm not going to worry about it too much. For now I'm 
just going to sit back and enjoy the good radio. 


KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


73 es TNX Real radios glow in the dark. 
KE4QOK Power is no substitute for skill. 
Bob If it stayed up last winter, it was too small. 


136 Hermitage Rd. 

Newport News, Va. 23606 KE4QO0K@worldnet.att.net [try here first] 

(757) 930-0348 bob. roach@sourcebbs.com 

KKK KK KK KK KK KKK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KK 
KKK KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: winml@juno.com (Lock Pingree) 


Subject: QST mags 

Message-ID: <19961209.101858.7031.1.winml@juno.com> 

Hi Gang, 

I'm looking for a few QST's to fill in my collection. Need the following: 


1942 - 1,2,5,7,12 


1943 - 8 
Have other issues, mainly 1950's, to trade or ? 
TIA Te stares eon Sees Lock 


Lock Pingree W1NML/7 

EX: KB7TQ, N7BCG, FOHXZ, TA1BW 
AMI #4 639 QCWA # 15033 
Phoenix, AZ 

winml@juno.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 

From: Randy Zelick <h2rz@odin.cc.pdx.edu> 

Subject: Re: Quality of NTIS Manuals? 

Message-ID: <Pine.PTX.3.91.961209185010 .13097C -100000@odin.cc.pdx.edu> 


Hi Tom, 


I would agree that the quality of NTIS manuals is high, but they are not 
the quality of originals. The difference is particularly noticeable in 
photos. Thus given the choice between an old and slightly tattered 
original or a NTIS reprint, I would go with the original. 


Cheers, 
=Randy= 


R. Zelick 

Dept. Biology 

Portland State University 

P.O. Box 751 

Portland, OR 97207 

503-725-3086, 503-725-3888 (fax) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: "Herb Holeman" <choleman@ptialaska.net> 

Subject: R-390 users 1 

Message-ID: <199612090842.XAA21071@ptialaska.net> 


To Dave Metz with a copy to the BA list: 
Great idea to have a list of R-390 users. Here's my data: 
S/N 1690, Manufactured by Collins, Order No. 14214-PH-51-93. 


I got this unit from an elderly Alaskan gent in a neighboring city. He 
left two of them in my garage, no charge!!!! Yes Virginia, things like 
this really do happen to undeserving people like us sometimes. There 
really is a Santa Claus, he just doesn't always have the usual attire but 
he's always a close associate of the whiskered old gent. 


I passed one on to a good friend here in Juneau--Jim, WL7CMQ, and kept the 
other one for myself. It's been working fairly well but could use a good 
end point adjustment on the PTO and another careful alignment. 


You're right, it's a great radio. It really is more carefully made than 
its successor, the R-390A. I can see why they fetch a better price on the 
market. I sure won't part with this one until they pry it from my cold 
dead fingers!!! 


Confession is good for the soul, however, so here goes. I replaced the 
rectifier valves with (gasp!) sand-state diodes, and I plan to add a filter 
choke between the diodes and the regulator tubes to drop the voltage 
somewhat so the regulator doesn't have to work so hard. This is a major 
difference between the R-390 and the 390-A: In the 390 the entire high 
voltage supply is electronically regulated. It really is a class act, but 
it must have been really expensive to produce. 


Keep up the good work, Dave. 


73 
....de Herb Holeman, W7ZF (new vanity call--formerly WL7BIL) 
Juneau, Alaska 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 

Subject: R-390A minor woes 

Message-ID: <9612091928.AA107987@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


While resurrecting my R-390, which has sat idle for a couple of years due 


to audio problems (time to R/R tubes throughout and top-to-bottom alignment 
and general FITCAL [feel-inspect-tighten-clean-lubricate] did not fit my 
somewhat crowded time schedule), I found two dead 5814's in the audio that 
the previous owner had dropped 12AU7's into. Once replaced, it came back 

to life pretty well. Now, three problems remain that have my headbone a tad 
confused..... 


1) Audio still weak on both line and local. Yet, RF/IF strength seems 
good. 


2) RF alignment on only one band is out (80 meters darn it!). The 
detent is off about 1/8 inch of knob skirt rotation. 


3) The thing will not shut off. The line powers up the dial lamps and 
some of the power supply even with the switch in the off positon. 


The unit I have is an Electroncs Assistance Corporation 1960 contract 
R-390A. I did a pretty good FITCAL on the cam and gear mechanisms and 
they are now smooth as silk (I hate °‘Collins Wrist'' with STIFFFFFFFF 
gear trains). 


I seem to remember audio being a bit more powerful that what it is. 

It drives headfones OK, but on a 600 ohm tin LS-144 speaker, there is 
nil poop at all, somewhat akin to headfone volume. All stages up to 
the detector output seem ok, and working fine, with good line meter 
indication. The same output power seems to appear on both the line 
and fones outputs, so it might be something upstream of where the 
outputs split from the audio out of the detector. The detector diode 
load terminals had a small resistor across the terminals rather than 
the original shorting jumper. It did not seem to make any difference 
with the short or the resistor in place, on the audio output. It sort 
of seems like a coupling cap or cathode biasing cap or possibly a 
bypass cap is off somewhere in the input section of the audio chassis. 
Maybe a resistor is going open. 


The RF alignment is strange, in that only one band (of course our 
treasured 80M BA/GB QRG band..... (PV Sees ) is off, with all the 

rest OK. I was thinking I had the tracking right on the cams, but 

it must be off somewhere. Rotating the bandswitch knob about 1/8 inch 
out of the detent positon peaks the band like it should be. I dida 
pretty good alignment, and would expect something else, perhaps a slight 
misalignment of the detent cams, or maybe a sticky ferrite slug. 


Why does the power switch provide line power in the off position? 

Is there a bad short in a switch that might occur? The oven heaters 

seem to cycle properly. I get some audio hum with fones output with 

the power switch off and the dial lamps are lit. I was thinking only 
the oven heaters were on when the line was plugged in and the power 


switch off. 


The only other thing that seems a bit sour is the BFO strength. It 
seems to pull or mush out on overload much easier than I remember them 
doing, in manual AVC mode. On AVC, it works better, but still seems 

a bit weak. 


Anyone had problems with connector corrosion affecting performance? 
Maybe I should do a tarnex or silver bright on the connector pins 
throughout. 


Suggestions and pointers from the R-390 fanatics are appreciated. 


73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob UP 
rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
Subject: Re: R-390A minor woes 

Message-ID: <32AC5C66.2227@txdirect.net> 


First thing to do is TURN OFF HEATER OVENS. 

These heater ovens were installed for R390s used in such places as 
ALASKA during operation in unheated areas to prevent the formation of 
ice crystals and subequent water droplet formation. They have nothing 


to do with frequency stability and, as you see, inrtroduce hum when on. 


Bill Ross K5LLK 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 
Subject: Re: R-390A minor woes 
Message-ID: <Pine.SC0O.3.91.961209112643 .20044B-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Mon, 9 Dec 1996, William B. Ross wrote: 


> First thing to do is TURN OFF HEATER OVENS. 
> 


> ice crystals and subequent water droplet formation. They have nothing 
> to do with frequency stability and, as you see, inrtroduce hum when on. 


And they dry out the lube in the PTO!!! 


John 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
Subject: Re: R-390A minor woes 

Message-ID: <32AC85FQ.34FE@vifp.monash.edu.au> 


Hi Bob and the gang, 


> 

> 3) The thing will not shut off. The line powers up the dial lamps and 
> some of the power supply even with the switch in the off positon. 
<snip> 


Why does the power switch provide line power in the off position? 

Is there a bad short in a switch that might occur? The oven heaters 
seem to cycle properly. I get some audio hum with fones output with 
the power switch off and the dial lamps are lit. I was thinking only 
the oven heaters were on when the line was plugged in and the power 
switch off. 


VV VV VV VV 


This is a reasonably common problem on R390(A)s and is due to the 
contacts in the power switch welding together after many years of 
switching the transformer inrush current. The power switch is a 
microswitch on a bracket behind the front panel and operated by a cam on 
the function control shaft. Some people have described repair procedures 
for the switch but I found a reasonably similar one available 
commercially from electricians supply houses. I had to make a new 
bracket out of sheet aluminium using the old one as a partial template 
since the new switch was slightly different in configuration (Australia 
has embraced the metric system). There have also been suggestions 
regarding installing inrush current limiters which is not a bad idea for 
any boatanchor - the thump from the transformer as you turn on the power 
is a constant reminder! 


With the microswitch welded shut and the function selector in the off 
position I think the set is in standby mode, hence the faint hum in the 
phones, ovens on etc. Normally when the power switch is off, everything 
is off including the ovens (on the '390A anyway). 

73 


Morris VK3DOC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: eb5agv@ctv.es 

Subject: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <199612090844.JAA29472@ns.vlc.servicom.es> 


Hi BA people! 


Well, as title says I'm looking for information about an SSB MOD for the 
R-390A. I remember reading something like that some months ago, but I have 
been unable to find it. Also, if some of you have a compendium of R-390A's 
mods or have experiences with those mods, please, let me know. 


Thanks!. 


73 JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV / ECS5AAU) 
Valencia - SPAIN 


http : //www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es 

eb5agv@amsat.org 
KKK KAKKKAKKKAKK KKK KKK KK KKK KK KKK KAKI KKKEKKEK KK 
xxx WANTED: SX-101A, SX-88, SX-115, SX-42 xxx 
KKK KAKK KA KK KKK KKK KK KAKI KAKA KKK AK EKAKKEKEKK KK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SC0.3.91.961209083154 .12852A-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Mon, 9 Dec 1996 eb5agv@ctv.es wrote: 


Well, as title says I'm looking for information about an SSB MOD for the 
R-390A. I remember reading something like that some months ago, but I have 
been unable to find it. Also, if some of you have a compendium of R-390A's 
mods or have experiences with those mods, please, let me know. 


VV VV 


An article in Jan 65 CQ Magazine adds a 7360 as a product detector. 
With those tubes about $25, you probably don't want that conversion :) 


Jan 68 CQ has a SSB conversion article by Capt. Paul Lee that I've 
seen refered to by others a number of times. I will mail you (anyone) 
a copy if you wish. 


John Kolb jlkolb@cts.com KK6IL 
540 S. Kalbaugh St. 
Ramona CA 92065-3135 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: w2ec@VNET.IBM.COM 

Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <199612091717.LAAQ8168@uro.theporch. com> 


>> Well, as title says I'm looking for information about an SSB MOD for the 
>> R-390A. I remember reading something like that some months ago, but I have 
>> been unable to find it. Also, if some of you have a compendium of R-390A's 
>> mods or have experiences with those mods, please, let me know. 


>An article in Jan 65 CQ Magazine adds a 7360 as a product detector. 
>With those tubes about $25, you probably don't want that conversion :) 


I'm curious, what am I missing here? I have been copying SSB signals on my 
R390A for years, simply by turning on the BFO, shifting the BFO knob about 

30 degrees + or - depending on whether it USB or LSB and then tuning until 

I get an intelligible (intelligible, not necessarily intelligent) voice. I've 
also been doing that with my SX-110 since hooking up my Valiant to work with 
a Heath SB-10 sometime around 1960. What capability do these mods provide 
that I already haven't achieved? I can hear and understand voices and have 
some forms of selectivity. What do these SSB converters and mods provide? 


73, Ray W2EC 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SC0O.3.91.961209093606 .12852G-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Mon, 9 Dec 1996 w2ecQ@VNET.IBM.COM wrote: 


>> Well, as title says I'm looking for information about an SSB MOD for the 


VV VV 


I'm curious, what am I missing here? I have been copying SSB signals on my 


>> R-390A. I remember reading something like that some months ago, but I have 


> R390A for years, simply by turning on the BFO, shifting the BFO knob about 
> 30 degrees + or - depending on whether it USB or LSB and then tuning until 


Indeed, works well - use mine the same way. 


With a product detector, however, you can leave the RF gain control 
all the way up, and only use the volume control. Using the AM diode 
detector and BFO, the IF signal level at the diode has to be kept 
much lower than the BFO level, so the RF Gain has to be kept down, 
losing use of the S-meter. 


The external CV-591's also offer either crystal controlled BFO 
freq points for LSB or USB, or a variable BFO with a large knob 
on a National Velvet Venier reduction drive for ease of adjustment. 


John Kolb KK6IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <32AC52A2.6CF8@txdirect.net> 


Jose: 


I have been considering adding SSB to my R390 for some time and want to 
preserve its prestine state. For this reason I am considering an 
external BFO/product detector and AGC unit. The idea is to take signal 
from the 455kKhz output, demodulate it, feed AGC back to the receiver via 
the AGC diode connector and feed the audio into the Line Audio input. 


I have been working on a solid state multiple crystal 
controlled/variable BFO and passive ring demodulator but am having 
trouble with a suitable AGC detector/amplifier. 


Granted this is not true BA but I want to keep it small in order to 
mount it is a panel just attop the R390. Tubes could be used in an 
outboard box to do the same thing. 


There is a common circuit developed by a retired Navy fellow named Lee 
back in the seventies in which the BFO tube is replaced with a 6BE6 that 
works as BFO and product detector. This circuit has been covered in all 
of its evolutions in both CQ and Ham Radio. 


Bill Ross K5LLK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "William B. Ross" <billross@txdirect.net> 
Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <32AC5903.3DFC@txdirect.net> 


Ray: 

You are one of the lucky ones. I have also used R390As that copy SSB 
without distortion but the envelope detector in most such sets usually 
becomes easily overloaded with IF signal when the BFO injection is too 
low. This can be compensated for by reducing the RF Gain, and therefore 
the IF signal level, but this destroyes optimal AGC operation. 


A product detector allows full RF gain detection with optimal AGC 
operation. 


Bill Ross K5LLK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: mknudsen@lucent.com 

Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <9612091917 .AAQ1586@bock.ih. lucent. com> 


There's also a mod article in ER, I forget year/month 

and my ERs are at home. It's pretty much the mod that Kevin Pease 
put in my R390A. Very straightforward -- replace 6BA6 BFO 

with a 6BE6, feed IF to the signal grid, and take audio off 

plate load resistor (added). 


Problem is this mod uses a sensitive SPDT plate relay to switch 
audio feed from normal diode load to the BFO plate, automagically 
when you switch on the BFO. Sensitive relays this small 

can be obtained only by taking a metla detector to the bushes 
around a model-plane flying field, looking for crashed R/C model 
planes from 20 years ago. 


By "small" I mean the relay should fit under the chassis. I think 
the ER article mounted a big one above deck, harder on the purists 
(and still hard to find). 


The famous CQ article is very fine, but requires adding a wire to the 
mainframe cabling, wiring to an unused pick on the IF deck's 
connector, and making your IF module and mainframe incompatible 

(as in no audio) with unmodified modules and mainframes. 


A second R390A I had for a while had a really effective PD mod, 
but also incompatible (even more so) and of the nature that I 
mustn't say too much about on the BA List :-) 


73, mike k aa9rg 


PS: I've had to temp'ly POSTPONE from BA for a while due to workload. 
Pse copy email to me directly if you think I'd be interested 

(like you find an R/C model graveyard or other source of those 
relays), tnx. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Richard Hager <rhager@millcomm.com> 

Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <32AC9079.27E4@millcomm. com> 


mknudsen@lucent.com wrote: 
> 


Problem is this mod uses a sensitive SPDT plate relay to switch 
audio feed from normal diode load to the BFO plate, automagically 
when you switch on the BFO. Sensitive relays this small 

can be obtained only by taking a metla detector to the bushes 
around a model-plane flying field, looking for crashed R/C model 
planes from 20 years ago. 


VVVV VV 


PS: I've had to temp'ly POSTPONE from BA for a while due to workload. 
Pse copy email to me directly if you think I'd be interested 

(like you find an R/C model graveyard or other source of those 
relays), tnx.-- 


VVV NM 


Mike and other hollow-state-heads (gr), 


You didn't give the specs for the relay, but I've seen some real 
sensitive ones listed in the Newark catalog. I was looking for something 
that could be driven from a logic signal at the time... 


Good luck, 
Richard Hager 


Ah-ha! Design Group, Inc. - 

Precision CNC Technology, since 1991 - 
612-641-1797, Fax: 612-641-8681 - 

"I just like to make things" So... = 
please call Ah-ha! directly for CNC info - 
http: //www.gdic.com/ahha email: ahha@gdic.com - 


++ tet t¢ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 


From: mknudsen@lucent.com 
Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 
Message-ID: <9612092343 .AAQ3265@bock.ih. lucent. com> 


OK -- well, the relay has to operate on 5 - 10 mA and fit in a 3/4" 
cube (2 cm), more or less. 


The Rat Shack relay in my R390A used to stick ON (SSB mode) if I 
turned on the BFO at all. THen it learned how to stick in "Neither" 
position, no audio at all. I tinkered with it, but will have 

to try some more. 


BTW, this ER mod uses the BFO'’s switched B+ to drive the relay directly 
to ground thru an added dropping resistor, with the series combo of relay 
and resistor in parallel with the BFO plate circuit. 


My plan is to put the relay in series with the plate feed, on the high side of 
the audio plate load, with possibly a parallel resistor to ground, 
so the tube's plate current is also applied to the relay. 


If you suck too much current thru that relay, you pull down the 
whole R390A's B+ bus in a hurry. 


Also, by moving the audio switching point from that used 

in the mod, it should be possible to preserve the ANL action 
while on CW/SSB. That's just a paper study so far, 

and maybe not worth it since noise gets limited a lot when using 
a BFO anyway, at least with a product detector. 


73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: "Joseph W. Pinner" <kc5ijd@net-connect.net> 
Subject: Re: R-390A on SSB? mods? 

Message-ID: <199612100024 .SAAQ0533@dns1.net-connect.net> 


> You are one of the lucky ones. I have also used R390As that copy SSB 
>without distortion but the envelope detector in most such sets usually 
>becomes easily overloaded with IF signal when the BFO injection is too 
>low. This can be compensated for by reducing the RF Gain, and therefore 
>the IF signal level, but this destroyes optimal AGC operation. 


You can also increase the BFO injection level to overcome this problem. 


This method (along with an AGC mod for better SSB reception) was 
documented in the Hollow State Newsletter. 


73 


Joseph W Pinner 

Lafayette, LA 

KC5IID 

EMail: kc5ijd@net-connect.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: "JOSE V.GAVILA (EB5AGV)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 

Subject: R-390A on SSB? mods? - THANKS! 

Message-ID: <199612092158.WAAQ2303@sandra.ctv.es> 


Hi all BA people! 


THANKS A LOT!. Now I have a very accurate idea of the SSB mods I could apply 
to an R-390A. 


I _like_ this group a lot. I'm sorry my lack of knowledge about BAs now, but 
I hope to learn something in next months; here I have a lot of work to do as 
I'm helping to restore tube equipment in a local Radio Museum (this is a 
LIVE Museum and we want all equipment to be in good working condition and 
USE it!). In the queue there are the following boys and girls: HQ-129X, 
SX-71, TransOceanic H-500, Collins S-line, NC-300, SX-43+R-44, SX-110, 
HW-101+HP-23, Swan 500-CX+117-XC, TR-4+MS-4+AC-4?, SX-25, NC-190, NC-66 and 
about 100+ european SWL tube sets. Some of the equipment listed apparently 
works (I have only cleaned them inside and outside and checked its 
functions), so the list will be reduced a bit. As soon as I begin working 
with the 'ill' ones (now I'm setting up the workbench), I will report my 
progresses and (sorry!) I will ask for some help from you, if you don't 
care, of course. 


By the way, the R-390A is about to be shipped from a list member and it is 
supposed to work fine, so I think the only thing I would do is to add an 
external SSB adapter (any of these available???. Please, let me know!). 


Well, that's all for now. THANKS! 


73 JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV / ECS5AAU) 
Valencia - SPAIN 


http : //www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es 

eb5agv@amsat.org 
KKK KAKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KIKI KIKKKEKKK IK 


*xkxk WANTED: SX-101A, SX-88, SX-115, SX-42 xxx 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKEKKEKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 

Subject: R390 Readout tip 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19961209193350.006aeae8@telalink.net> 


Still doing touch-up and finish-up on my Imperial-Teladyne 

R-390A after a ground-up realign and geartrain re-build. 

(xwhewx) Is in physically in very very good shape, and only 
required a little bit of cleanup and touch up of chipped paint 

on the knobs. The one thing that it really needed was a new piece 
of plexiglass for the readout. 

Hmmmm. No plexiglass around the house. 

AhHa! (rummage rummage) 

I remembered I had some microscope slides, and lo and behold 

the size is perfect for replacing the plexiglas in the readout. 
Using a standard lab-size, beveled edge slide, it is only a little 
taller than the original, and swapped almost effortlessly -- only 
thing I did do is put a dot of silicone adhesive on each corner 
"just in case". Now I can read my dial!!! And the glass looks 

a bit shinier than the plexiglass did. 


Anyone who needs to replace their dial lens, I have most of a box 
of Propper brand bevel-edge slides. Let me know and I can send 
you a couple for a couple postage stamps. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKA 
Tom Norris KA4RKT 
badger@telalink.net Nashville, Tennessee, USA 
Eagles may soar free and proud, but weasels 
never get sucked into jet engines. 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: Glenn Finerman <GFINER@nms.com> 

Subject: Re: R390/R390A cogniscenti 

Message-ID: <s2abdf£78.037@nms.com> 


What's this? I thought Fair sold out on R390A's? 


Anybody get one recently from them?? 


re>My advice: look for one at a Hamfest, paying bigger $ for Fair's 
>USED-CHECKED doesn't mean that it is gonna work out of the box. 


Bie keg eae eK gk Glenn N2BJIG gfiner@nms.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil 
Subject: Re: RE: KWM-2 ALC Problems 
Message-ID: <199612091611.LAA10850@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil> 


YEAH amen! The alc on mine is a problem as well. I THINK 

it has something to do woth the -70 regulation or lack thereof 
as I've changed about everything else AND it is worse with my 
pm2 pggy back than with my 516F ps. 


Mine is high sometimes then I'll haver to re-zero it later. 
Would really like some advice as well. 
73 


Bill 
n51lmx/DA1WG 
bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 

Subject: Receiver Drift 

Message-ID: <mOvXFDw-Q000kBC@e-tex. com> 


Hello Knob Twiddlers, 


In several rxs, NC-303, ARR-15 and SRR-13A I've had great success replacing 
the HFO tube with a MPF-102 JFET. About all that's needed in the NC-303 is 
the use of a dropping resistor on the B+ line to a 12 VDC Zener and a 470 
Ohm drain resistor. I don't remember what the others took but it's pretty 
straight forward. The stability improvement has been remarkable. 


Once tried it on an R-390A but the PTO quit oscillating on one end of the 
tuning. 


Just some thoughts. 


73 de Pete WA5JCI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: jproc@bellglobal.com 

Subject: Reference Files 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.961209133536.jproc@> 


Dear BA'ers, 


1) As a result of dialogue with Henry van Cleef, I found out that sources for 
replacement power transformers and chokes are very limited or non-existent in 
the United States. As a courtesy to the group, I have submitted two files to 
the archives which identify the critical characteristics of power 
transformers and chokes made by the Hammond Manufacturing Company of Guelph 
Ontario. These are most suitable for replacement purposes or can be used for 
new projects. There is a wide variety to choose from along with some ‘bare 
bones' ordering information. In the files, I have listed the Canadian phone 
number for Electrosonic, Toronto. They will accept orders from the United 
States on a credit card basis only. In fact, they have many US clients. 


2) It appears that I am the sole owner of a document titled '‘Apache/TX1 
Bulletin' so I decided to transcribe it and post it in the archives. 

It lists all of the official Heath modifications and fixes for common 
problems for the Apache TX1 and SB10 SSB adapter. 


To obtain a copy of all three files, send E-mail to : listproc@theporch.com 
In the body of the message, ONLY type: 


get boatanchors hammond.power. transformers 
get boatanchors hammond.chokes 
get boatanchors heath.apache.bulletin 


Jerry Proc VE3FAB 

E-mail: jproc@bellglobal.com 
HMCS Haida Naval Museum 
Toronto, Ontario 

‘Looking for a 'AN/SRC-501' 


Regards, 


Jerry Proc VE3FAB 

E-mail: jproc@bellglobal.com 
HMCS Haida Naval Museum 
Toronto, Ontario 

‘Looking for a 'AN/SRC-501' 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: tpl.dsc@discnet.com 

Subject: RT-91/ARC-2 info needed 

Message-ID: <9612090453 .AA47317@sfm.discnet.com> 


Hi all, 


I am looking for manuals for a military rig RT-91/ARC-2. I don't know 
much about it. Appears to be Navy aircraft auto-tune transceiver. Has AM 
and CW and covers 2-9 Mhz. Tubes inside are dated 1953. Any information 
would be much appreciated. Thank You. 


Tom N9IDVT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: howellh@winthrop.edu 

Subject: SB/HW-101 Amp Keying 

Message-ID: <96120908135683@winthrop.edu> 


WINTHROP UNIVERSITY Electronic Mail Message 
Sensitivity: COMPANY CONFIDENTIAL Date: 09-Dec-1996 08:10am EDT 
From: Haney Howell 
HOWELLH 
Dept: Mass Communication 


Tel No: 323-4534 
TO: Remote Addressee ( _smtp%"boatanchors@theporch.com" ) 
Subject: SB/HW-101 Amp Keying 


Boy, do I feel foolish (a familiar feeling, I might add). Prepping the HW-101 
for my holiday treck to the Outer Banks and discovered that I'm going to need an 
external relay to key the amp. Does anyone have any ideas on how best to tackle 
this problem? I ran a SB-200 with my Saigon HW-101 in the mid-70s, but can't 
remember how I keyed it. 


Thanks! 


Haney no2n <howellh@winthrop.edu> Rock Hill, SC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: mknudsen@lucent.com 

Subject: Re: SP-600 VLF version 

Message-ID: <9612091647 .AA01463@bock.ih. lucent. com> 


All I know is that someone reported that you can swap the turret coil 
modules between VLF and regular SP600s, meaning you can convert some 

or all bands of an SP600 between SW, BC, LW, and VLF to suit yourself 
if you can find the coils. And put up with different dial scales. 


These days it's pretty safe to say there's nothing worth listening 
to below 200 KC, except maybe the Lowfer band around 165 (?). 
The days of VLF CW are gone :-( 73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Subject: Swan 400 & 500 CW/SSB 

Message-ID: <961209172955 640195222@emout16.mail.aol.com> 


Mike & others wondering about Swan alignment 


A few of you were kind enough to point out to me that the Swan 400 was 
designed with SSB in mind, not CW. So as far as I can tell, there is no 
offset for CW. When you zero, you have to tune off the received signal, thus 
changing your xmit freq. 

If you tune to where you normally set your xmtr on CW, you'll end up lower 
that the other guy. Since the Swan rigs of this eara didn't have RIT, like 
the SR-400 and SR-500 (Hallicrafters), you can imagine that these weren't 
popular with CW ops. 

As for your problem on 75 SSB, try looking into the ganged variable caps in 
the balanced modulator section. They will change your SSB freq. 


Ron ARONGV@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 

From: David Cooley <cooldave@ipass.net> 

Subject: Tubes 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19961210012912 .006685a8@mail.ipass.net> 


I'm looking to get a couple good 6CW4 nuvistors and sockets. Found a 1965 
Radio Amateurs handbook with plans for a 70cm Xceiver using the 6CW4... (FM 
even!) 

If anyone has a source, please let me know! 

Thanks in advance, 

Dave 


David Cooley A.K.A. N5SXMT cooldave@ipass.net 
http: //www.ipass.net/~cooldave/ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Mike Sewell <75143.2737@CompuServe.COM> 

Subject: RE: tubes 

Message-ID: <961210023128_75143 .2737_TIHV37-2@CompuServe. COM> 


Earlier, Jim wrote; 

>Mike, 

>2100 tubes! Wow! Are you going to sell off any of the popular types and 
>Christmas spirit prices? If so, please let me know. 


>Happy Holidays, 


>Jim, WATHU 
>jim@exis.net 


Jim, 

This was an unexpected find!! I had a bunch (approx 2,000) before and now I 
have a mega-bunch!! Very little of my inventory is cataloged and NONE of the 
new batch is, which means... every time I need a tube, it's a mostly random and 


time consuming hunt. With my tube cabinet now bulging at the seams, I MUST now 
get organized!! When I do so, I WILL BE in the tube business. ‘Til then, I 
just don't have the time to locate and test individual tubes for resale, 
HOWEVER, in the spirit of the season, if you REALLY NEED something, let me know 
and I'll see if I can dig it out at a reasonable price. 


73, 


Mike K 0 Collects Radios eXclusively 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 


Subject: TUBES FS 12/8 
Message-ID: <32AC8ECA.6B1B@foothill.net> 


The following tubes are for sale. They are checked before shipping and 
guaranteed. 

Add $2 total for shipping (48 States) any one order that is shipped at the same 
time. 


(5) Pes. 5Y3G USED $3 each. 

(5) Pcs. 6V6G USED $3.50 each. 

(2) Pcs. G-2-S Majestic NEW in Orig. boxes $10. each 
(1) Pc. G-55-S Majestic NEW in Orig. box $7 

(2) Pcs. G-27-S Majestic New in Orig, boxes $7 each 
(20) Pcs. 3B24 NEW $10 each. 

(20) Pcs. 3828 NEW $20 each 

(10) Pcs. 80 (ST) USED $3 each 

(1) Pc. 4-65A NEW $45 


Eugene Rippen, 105 Donnington, Auburn, CA 95603 
Email is fine, No phone calls please. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: dfrancis@access.usa.net (Dexter Francis) 

Subject: Re: unstable s-meter zero on a 51S-1 
Message-ID: <v01520d02aed259f£23d3d@[207.0.57.74]> 


Jim - 


This is just a SWAG, as my 51S-1 is at home and I'm not, but your problem 
sounds mechanical to me, not electrical. Most meters have a very fine flat 
wire spring that is used to adjust the physical zero point. (Some meters 
have two...) In addition, the meter movement itself has bearings that are 
often 

some sort of mineral (ruby, sapphire, what ever) that the shaft is 
supported between. If there is any 

goo in the bearings, or if the spring has dirt/dust/lint in it, or any 
other combination of stuff that results in the bearings or spring being 
anything but clean and dry, it can cause the meter movement to 

not zero/center. I've also seen some that act odd due to electrostatic 
build-up, but I don't think 

that's the problem here. 


This all assumes that the repeating non-zero condition occurs when fully 
powered off, otherwise I'd look to see if the adjustment pots are clean & 
dry too. 


Just a thought... 


-df 


x CWest Tube Sales x 
"Have Tubes, Will Haggle" 
P.O. Box 22443 SLC, UT 84122 
(801) 363-TUBE voice/fax 
e-mail: tubes@usa.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 16:18:15 1996 
From: winml@juno.com (Lock Pingree) 

Subject: URM-25D 

Message-ID: <19961209.101858.7031.2.winml@juno.com> 


Howdy ' 


Last Saturday at the Mesa 'fest, I picked up a URM-25D. Before I even 
remove the 

thing from its case does anyone have a caveats, or any hints on repairing 
or aligning 

it. Better to ask, than be sorry later ! 


TIA for any suggestions. 


Lock Pingree W1NML/7 

EX: KB7TQ, N7BCG, FOHXZ, TA1BW 
AMI #4 639 QCWA # 15033 
Phoenix, AZ 

winml@juno.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 

From: Sheldon Wheaton <swheaton@sky.net> 

Subject: W.E. 25C aircraft tx 

Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.93.961209001630.3742K-100000@sky .net> 


I recently acquired an interesting rig, or I should say part of one. It 


is a Western Electric 25C transmitter, however I only have the RF unit. 

It is almost surely an aircraft transmitter. Panel measures 9" x 5" x 4" 
deep. Has two 6L6 (metal) tubes which protrude thru panel a bit (MOPA 
circuit?), and neat turns-counting dials for Osc. tuning & Ant. tuning (50 
trun roller inductor). Unfortunately, the plate current meter, which was 
about 2" dia. has been removed. 


Can anyone provide some info about this rig, description of the meter, 
schematic, description of other units (probably p/s, modulator)? 


Thanks & 73, 
Sheldon KCOCW 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 10:41:35 1996 
From: scotgray <scotgray@cwnet.com> 

Subject: Re: Wandering HQ-180A 

Message-ID: <32ABA1F2.58DA@cwnet.com> 


HQ-180 Series Communications Receivers #52787-1. Page 35: 


"Excessive oscillator drift which is most noticable on all the 
high frequency bands plus a microphonic condition, is usually the result 
of a poor 6C4 (V-12) high frequency oscillator. This tube is also 
capable of producing a poor beat note with a ripple, also especially 
notecable on the high bands. Excessive drift can also be attributed to a 
poor 6BE6 (V-2). This tube can also cause hum modulation most evident on 
the two highest frequency bands. Sometimes interchanging the 6BE6s 
between V2 and V3 can produce a noticable improvement." 


I did (the above) it on the HQ180A and then my HQ-160 (same drifty 
operation). Added a bit of DeOxit on the bandswitch and new 6C4s for 
both HQ's. Results are some warm-up (1 hour) drift w/ stable copy on 
28.410 MHz SSB, and a local 10 meter CW beacon. Been locked on to the 
beacon since 4 PM this afternoon.... Slight drift, maybe about 200 
cycles, pure CW note 4 hours later. 


I Like it! 


Vy 73 
Scott KD6CQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 

From: gpewitt@execpc.com 

Subject: Re: Wandering HQ-180A 

Message-ID: <Chameleon. 961209203434. spewitt@execpc.com.execpc.com> 


Mr. Van Cleef, 

Your post is a very good example of why I treasure this 
mailing list. It was informative and very useful, not to 
mention well written. The step by step procedure is just 
what a duffer like me needs to bring back some of that 
ancient tech school information that's been sitting dormant 
in the dusty back shelves of my mind since the '60's. 

It's easy to buy some of these beautiful old rigs but 
quite another thing to get them back into a state that 
they deserve to be in. Please continue with these helpful 
and very interesting postings. 

Thanks and 73 Gary 


>On Sun, 8 Dec 1996 14:50:25 -Q600 (CST) Henry van Cleef 
>wrote: 
-Large but educational -snip- 


Name: Gary Pewitt N9ZSV/KT 
6120 W. Calumet Rd. Apt 204 
Milwaukee, WI 53223 
414 355 8147 Home 414 297 4307 Work 
E-mail: gpewitt@execpc.com 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Dec 9 21:29:59 1996 
From: Mike Sewell <75143.2737@CompuServe.COM> 
Subject: RE: WTD: 6C4 tube -Reply 
Message-ID: <961210023131_75143 .2737_TIHV37-3@CompuServe. COM> 


>Mike, 
>I wasn't able to make Handi-Hams this year. Any good BA's spotted? 


>73, 

>Dale 

>WD9GWH 

>River Falls, WI 


Dale, 


The Handi-Hams fest has been one of my favorite BA stomping grounds for years 
and this year was no dissappointment. 


BAs that followed me home include; 
Drake 2B/spkr 


Drake R4A (9++) 
SwW-54 


Allied A2517 XCVR with matching speaker, p/s, and external VFO (I had never even 
SEEN one of these rascals before! !) 

about 5 or 6 pounds of FT-243s 

2,117 fire bottles (No, I didn't count every single one!!!) 

Heathkit o'scope (NON fire-bottle, but, good for working on FB rigs!!) 


I won't tell you what I paid for each piece, but, I WILL tell you that I filled 
the trunk of my '80 Cordoba, the back seat, and the passenger side of the front 
seat for a little over $400. As far as I'm concerned, that's nearly BA 
nervana!!! 


Other stuff (that did NOT follow me home; 


Drake L4 (9+++) 

5 or 6 pairs of Drake tx/rx combos 

4 or 5 HW-101s 

Viking Ranger (OF COURSE, I bid on it, but, not enuf!!) 
Viking KW Matchbox 

several Star Roamers 

several SB-102s 

and a whole bunch of other stuff! ! 


Sorry to be the bearer of bad tidings, Dale, but, you picked a BAD time to skip 
Handi-Hams. Maybe see ya NEXT year?? 


73, 


Mike K 0 Collects Radios eXclusively 


